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President’s Message
I start this message by conveying sincere condolences to the family, friends and the Central 
American and Caribbean Sports Organization (CACSO) community on the untimely 
passing of Dr. Hector Cardona, the former President of CACSO.  Under the statutes of the 
organisation, the First Vice President assumes the role of President in the absence or the 
death of the President.  Therefore, I must assume this important role and will be relying on 
my Executive Board colleagues, the staff of CACSO and indeed all of the NOCs for support, 
counsel and guidance in ensuring that the 2018 CAC Games in Barranquilla, Colombia are 
successful.  As many are aware, the Central American and Caribbean Games are the oldest 
regional Games after the Olympic Games, having been inaugurated in 1926, and now 
attracting over 6,000 competitors.  CACSO and the CAC Games are extremely important 
to the Olympic Movement of the region and we must strive to ensure its longevity and 
success.

Hector Cardona assumed the Presidency in 2003.  I was by his side as Vice President from 
that time and can attest that it was a mantel he wore with great passion, humility and 

In June, we bade farewell to our Patron, Former Governor General, Sir Elliott Belgrave, who retired from office after serving 
five years.  Sir Elliott was the first Patron and Governor General to visit the Barbados Olympic Centre and Museum.  He was 
very supportive of our organisation and participated in a number of events, including official ceremonies for the Queen’s Baton 
Relay and various awards events.  We wish Sir Elliott and Lady Belgrave well in their future endeavours and look forward to 
reaching out to the new Governor General, seeking their patronage.

Since our last publication, there have been significant changes impacting the continental Olympic movement.  A new President 
has been elected to lead the Pan American Sports Organisation, which has been rebranded PanAmSports.  Mr. Neven Ilic of 

CAC Games in 2006, 2010 and 2014.  All of these Games were impacted by various problems but it was due to his tireless 
efforts that they were all great successes.  Likewise, with the upcoming 2018 Games scheduled for Barranquilla, Colombia, 
there were many initial difficulties but again, his interventions with all levels of Government, has cleared the way to make my 
task so much easier to ensure that these Games will be a wonderful event.  May he rest in peace.

enthusiasm. He presided over three 



The Commonwealth Youth Games (CYG) is an 
international multi-sport event organised by the 
Commonwealth Games Federation where up 
to 1300 youth athletes aged between 14 – 18 
from the 70 Commonwealth Nations & 
Territories compete in sports such as Athletics, 
Beach Soccer, Beach Volleyball, Boxing, Cycling 
(Road), Judo, Rugby Sevens, Swimming and 
Tennis.

This year Barbados was represented by nine 
athletes and accompanied by nine officials who left on Sunday 16 July 2017 for Nassau, Bahamas, where the games were hosted 
from July 17 - 23, 2017. The athletes were Hannah Connell and Rasheeme Griffith of Athletics,  Cyclists Jacob Kelly,  Anaiah 
Clarke and Khalil Jessamy of Judo, Danielle Titus and Jack Kirby of Swimming,  and Amber Joseph and Romani Mayers of  Tennis. 
The officials:  Aisha Norville (Swimming),  Alicia Brewster (Physiotherapist), Daneka Headley (Team Manager), Delroy Newton 
(Cycling), Elroy Agard (Athletics), Gail Craig- Archer (Chef de Mission), Ian Weithers (Judo), Ingrid Burrowes (Team Doctor) and 
Paul Stewart (Tennis).  

The Commonwealth Games Association of Barbados congratulates the Commonwealth Games Association of the Bahamas 

on their successful hosting of the 2017 Youth Commonwealth Games.
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Chile is the new President and will be the first President 
since 1975 when Mario Vasquez Raña of Mexico was 
appointed to this position.  I was present at the 1975 
meeting in Mexico City.  Vasquez Raña defeated José 
Beracasa of  Venezuela and went on to rule the 
organization until his death in 2015.  Then BOA President, 
Michael Simmons, was elected Treasurer of PASO at that 
same meeting.

Mammoth changes are envisaged in the mind and 
management of PanAmSports, which has now opened a 
strategic office in Miami to better serve its 41 
constituents.

Olympic Week in Barbados was celebrated commencing
          June 19.  On Wednesday, June 21, there was a panel 
discussion at the Olympic Centre zeroing in on how sports can help in the overall development of a nation. 
 
In June, 200 school children, from various parishes, participated in traditional Barbadian games and also toured the Museum.  The 
Olympic Week celebrations concluded with a Fun Day at the Garrison Savannah on June 25, where national federations fielded 
teams to compete in a series of events, inclusive of orienteering, running, walking and tug-of-war, to name a few.  The Barbados 
Wrestling Federation emerged the overall winners.  The event attracted participants in excess of 500, of all ages.

Once more, we extend congratulations to David Farmer and his team, for producing yet another successful production. 

The 1975 PASO Executive Council, where Mario Vasquez 
was elected and remained President until his death in 
2015.  

Commonwealth Youth Games 2017 (CYG)

The Barbados contingent as they parade at the 
Commonwealth Youth Games opening ceremony.



Senior Female Athlete of the Year Akela Jones

Ms Cherisse Harte, representative from Barbados Rugby Football 
Union along with Mr. James Sheppard, Physical education teacher at 
the St. George Primary School attended the Sessions for Young 
Participants of the International Olympic Academy in Greece from 
June 16 – July 2, 2017. 

Cherrise and James have experienced inspirational stories from past 
and present Olympians, informative sessions as well as the tours of 
the ancient ruins of the Panathenaic Stadium and the Acropolis. The 
session for Young Participants is an annual opportunity for young 
persons from around the world to meet and interact on a number of 
sport and educational issues related to Olympism. Below Cherrise 
and James are pictured at the airport before their departure and 
during a museum tour during their trip. 

IOA Participants o� to Greece

James and Cherisse as they prepare to depart for Greece.

Cherisse and James as they tour 
Greece.
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Barbados became the fifth Caribbean nation to receive 
the 2018 Gold Coast Commonwealth games Queen’s 
Baton last month. The Commonwealth nations 
participate in the Queen’s Baton Relay (QBR), which 
celebrates the Commonwealth’s diversity, inspires 
community pride and informs people about the sporting 
event. The Queen’s baton carries a message from Her 
Majesty Queen Elizabeth II that calls the 
Commonwealth’s athletes to come together in a 
peaceful and friendly competition.

Governor General of Barbados Sir Elliott Belgrave 
hosted an official ceremony to start the journey of the 
Baton in Barbados at his Government House residence. 
In attendance were Minister of Culture, Sports and Youth 
Mr. Stephen Lashley, President of the Barbados Olympic Association inc. Mr. Steve Stoute and Mr. James Gardiner, Honorary 
Counsel for Australia. 

The Queen’s Baton In Barbados

The Queen’s Baton on its journey of Barbados.

Mr. Steve Stoute said he was pleased to be hosting the 
Queen’s Baton in Barbados, “Barbados has participated 
in the Commonwealth games since 1954 and of 
those games we have won a gold medal.  We 
are looking forward eagerly to participating at 
the games in Australia next year.”

have macadamia wood, which was used by our local indigenous people. The stainless steel stringer in the center 
represents our present and at any point in time you can see where we are on the Queen’s Baton remarkable 
journey around the Commonwealth, all 70 Commonwealth nations are displayed on the Queen’s Baton.”

Minister Stephen Lashley, President of the BOA Steve Stoute 
and Honorary Counsel for Australia Mr. James Gardiner.
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Speaking at the ceremony, media liaison and 
Public Relations Officer of the QBR at Gold 
Coast 2018 Commonwealth Games 
Corporation, Kate Shaw in explaning the 
design of the baton said,  “we are very pleased 
to be here to start our leg in Barbados with 
the Queen’s Baton.The baton represents our 
past, present and and future, on the back we 



The Queen’s Baton Relay started from Government House with the first runner, Deputy High Commissioner Colin Dick. The 
baton passed through the districts of the Pine, Government Hill, Ivy, My Lord’s Hill, Welches, Collymore Rock and Wildey all the 
way to end at the BOA Headquarters. 

Representatives from Badminton, Boxing, Cycling, Judo, Netball, Rugby, Squash, Swimming, Table Tennis, Volleyball and 
Weightlifting participated in the relay, along with schools such as Ann Hill, Belmont Primary, Charles F. Broome, Hill Top, People’s 
Cathedral, Springer Memorial, St. Giles and St. Michael’s.  The highlight of the QBR was the hand over to 79 year-old former 
West Indies cricketer, Sir Wesley Hall and Charlie Griffith.

Youth cricketers pose with the Queen’s Baton in front 
of the statue of cricketing legend, Sir Garfield Sobers.

The Queen’s Baton at the Animal Flower Cave. The Queen’s Baton Relay at the National Monument 
at the Garrison Savannah.
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BOA President Steve Stoute, Olympic Triathlete Jason 
Wilson, Sir Wesley Hall & Charlie Griffith with the baton. 



Olympic Week 2017

Olympic day is annually celebrated on June 23. This year the 

Barbados Olympic Association Inc. hosted three activities in 

celebration of Olympic Day.  The first activity was a 

Lecture/Panel Discussion on the theme “Sport as a 

Pathway out of Poverty” The panellists included Cheryl 

Willoughby (main presenter), Mac Fingal, Ytannia Wiggins, 

and Adrian Donovan. They all endorsed the vital role sports 

play in social development including team building, 

leadership, learning to cope with disappointment, managing 

stressful situations, belonging to something greater than 

The second activity was under the theme, “Sport for All”, on June 23. Over 200 primary school students visited the Barbados 

Olympic Centre for a day of activities. Including an art station, board games (chess, checkers), dominoes, hop scotch, jacks, jump 

rope, marbles, museum tours, road tennis, volleyball, and a RADO outreach station. Each student was given an activity sheet of 

which on completion they received a prize before their departure. Schools present were Belmont Primary School, Luther 

Thorne School, St. Cyprians School, St. Giles Primary School, West Terrace School and Wilkie Cumberbatch School.

Panelist from left; Cheryl Willoughby, Mac Fingal 

(center), Ytannia Wiggins and Adrian Donovan.

Students display their completed activity 
card.

Students involed in a game of Volleyball. 

OLYMPIC LINES - 6

oneself and being recognized by peers and the public for your efforts.  These values, they agreed, contributed to well-rounded 

individuals who can transcend poverty, violence, and deviant behavior.



The final event was held at the Garrison Savannah on Sunday June 25, 2017, commencing at 2:30 p.m. It featured events such 
as a treasure hunt (O-Smart), 3k Walk, 5k Run and a Tug-O-War competition. Monetary incentive prizes totalling $10,000 were 
awarded both to the top National Federations, and also to the actual successful athletes. Over 500 participants were present 
on the day and ranged across over 20 National Federations. Overall winning federations were 1st - Barbados Wrestling 
Association ($2500), 2nd - Barbados Equestrian Association ($2000), 3rd - Barbados Boxing Association ($1500), 4th - 
Barbados Netball Association ($1000). 

Students playing chess with A Ganar 
members.

Daneka Headley teaching the students about 
the flags in front of the BOA.

The walk race under way.

The Barbados Fencing Federation 
demonstrated their skills for all to see.

The Tug-O-War contest was a crowd 
favourite.
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The Olympic Day crowd gathering to watch 
the events.



NCCP Level 3 course

Solar Carports at the BOA

This program is being offered by the 
Barbados Olympic Association Inc. in 
collaboration with the Coaching 
Association of Canada and is designed to 
offer Level 3 Coaching Certification. 
Participants must attend and complete 
the required course hours to be eligible 
for certification. Pre-requisites for this 
course are NCCP qualification levels 1 
and 2. The course will be held at Olympic 
Centre 28 to 31 July and conducted by 
Ms. Laura Watson, Master course 
conductor of the Coaching Association 
of Canada.

This years level 2 participants. 
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This National Olympic Committee continued 
with its Sport and the Environment philosophy 
with the installation of a solar carport. This 
carport boasts some 52 solar panels and 
allows for 10 shaded spots. The 15 kilowatt 
system will provide the Association with 
savings in excess of BDS$11,000 annually and 
will avoid approximately 20 barrels of oil 
having to be imported annually. This equates to 
over 6 tons of Co2 emissions every year.

The newly acquired solar carports at the BOA 
headquarters.

When this project was presented to the IOC 
President, Dr. Thomas Bach, by President Steve Stoute and Secretary General Erskine Simmons, during a meeting in 
Lausanne, President Bach agreed to contribute approximately 90% of the cost of this project from his special fund, 
at the same time lauding the BOA for it’s continued green initiatives.

Designed by PRMR Inc.


