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NEWSLETTER

International Competitions: The Barbados team comprising 71 Athletes and Officials 
competed at the XXI Commonwealth Games on the Gold Coast, Australia, and while 
Barbados did not win any medals, we did see commendable performances in some sporting 
disciplines. With the XXIII Central American and Caribbean Games taking place in July/
August, we expect to see outstanding performances at these Games with a much larger 
contingent of 170 athletes and officials. The CAC Games are the first level of international 
competition for many of our athletes and therefore play a key developmental role in their 
athletic careers. Whatever our level of success, whether it be a medal or a national record 
or a personal best, I do believe we must use these recent Games as opportunities for a 
constructive post mortem with a view to assessing where we are and together charting a path to improve overall performances 
and medal count.

Olympic Day 2018: The mission of Olympic Day is to promote fitness, wellbeing, culture and education, while promoting the 
Olympic values of excellence, friendship and respect. This year we held an entire week of celebrations which took the form of 
various events and culminated with Olympic Day celebrations on June 23. One of our goals in the future will be to increase 
the participation of national federations in the Olympic Day events to make this a truly inclusive occasion.

National Olympic Academy Activities: As you will see in this issue of Olympic Lines, we continue to host a variety of activities 
and events conducted through the National Olympic Academy. This is a key part of our mandate, and, on the educational 
front, we plan to increase the number of educational opportunities on offer to athletes in our quest to develop well-rounded 
sportsmen and women.
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News from the Academy
Museum Visits 
During the period April – June 2018, the National Olympic Museum received special visits from four primary schools.  

Approximately 75 students were guided through the museum experience by Sport for Development Officer, Daneka Headley.

During the 2018 Olympic Day celebrations nine primary schools were also given a tour of the museum at the Primary Schools’ 

Fun Day on June 19. 

St Lukes Brighton Primary students at the BOA.

Sport for Development Officer, Daneka Headley and 
students of St. Francis Boys during their tour.

Sport for Development Officer, Daneka Headley and 
students of St. Francis Boys during their tour.

800m athlete Sonia Gaskin met up with the students 
of St. Luke’s Brighton Primary.
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BOA Appointments Ryan Brathwaite & Daneka Headley

Daneka has been involved with the BOA since 2014 through an internship facilitated 

by the Barbados Community College where she completed an associate’s degree 

in Sport Management. Over the years, Daneka took on the role of Assistant to 

the Director of the National Olympic Academy and is known for her enthusiastic 

and informative tours of the sports museum. More recently, Daneka completed a 

Bachelors in Sports Science with first class honours on a UWI Open Scholarship 

achieved in 2015.

Daneka is a member of the Commonwealth Youth Sport for Development and Peace 

Working Group (CYSDP) as the focal point for the Caribbean and the Americas. 

She attended the International Olympic Academy Session for Young Participants in 

Greece in 2016 and made her first management debut in 2017 where she served 

as Assistant Team Manager to the Barbados contingent at the Commonwealth Youth Games in Bahamas. Daneka will attend 

the Youth Olympic Games in Buenos Aires Argentina as a Young Change Maker where she will continue her work in athlete 

development.

Ryan joins the BOA as its Projects Officer, having previously worked for the British-

based international relations and communications agency, Jon Tibbs Associates 

following his completion of a Masters in Sport Administration at the Russian 

International Olympic University (RIOU) in which he was awarded an international 

scholarship from the Association of National Olympic Committees (ANOC) to 

attend in 2015. Before going to pursue his Masters, Ryan worked at the BOA in 

its Olympic Academy as the Assistant to the Director of the National Olympic 

Academy. Part of Ryan’s new responsibilities will be to assist the General Manager in 

the implementation of the organisation’s strategic plan in addition to supporting the 

National Olympic Academy and Commissions in delivering their projects.

Ryan has attended the 2011 International Olympic Academy Sessions in Greece and represented Barbados as a Young 

Ambassador to the Nanjing Youth Olympic Games in 2014. 

The Barbados Olympic Association Inc. (BOA) is pleased to announce the appointments of Ryan Brathwaite and Daneka 

Headley to its staff as of February 12, 2018.

Ryan Brathwaite

Daneka Headley
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Barbados Celebrates Sport for Development and Peace

Sport has a unique power to attract, mobilize and inspire. These qualities were promoted by the Barbados Olympic Association 
Inc. (BOA) and partners Barbados Lottery, UNICEF and the U.S. Embassy in our celebration of International Day of Sport for 
Development and Peace (IDSDP).  IDSDP is celebrated around the world on April 6. This year, 16 local communities and a 

team from St. Vincent and the Grenadines came together for three events held over the weekend in observance of IDSDP.
 
The first event was a youth outreach educational workshop at the BOA headquarters on the topic, “Sports as a pathway out 
of poverty: Youth edition” facilitated by the National Council on Substance Abuse, Barbados Family Planning Association and 
the A Ganar Program. Approximately 30 persons participated. The second event, a Community Leaders’ Conference held on 

April 7, focused on Sport and four critical areas which 
affect community leaders and community development: 
The Family and the Community Leaders; Community & 
Government; Community & Media; and Community & 

Education. 
The main event, the annual Multi-sports Youth Rally, was 
held on Sunday, April 8 at the Blenheim Playing Field. The 
event was staged to promote unity and peace through 
sporting activities and to bring awareness to social 
changes that can be achieved through sports.  The Rally 
was eventually won by Gall Hill. The other participating 

teams were Benefica FC, Brittons Hill FC, Bydes Mill FC, Cosmos FC, Deacons FC, Empire FC, Evans Maughn FC, Ivy Rovers 
FC, Paradise FC, St. Andrews Lions, United Stars Alliance, Wales FC, Waterford FC, Wildey FC and visiting team from St. Vincent 
and the Grenadines, Systems Three.

All who attended the Multi-Sports Youth Rally as they made a heart for peace.

Participants pose to celebrate a successful day of supporting 
peace through sport. 
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Tennis Technical Course
Thirteen Coaches from Curacao, Grenada, 

Suriname and host country Barbados 

participated in a Level 2 Technical Course for 

Tennis Coaches from 18th - 30th May.
 

The course was led by Mr Guillermo Stevens-

Sierra of Mexico, with assistance from local 

coach, Damien Applewhaite.
 

During the intense 12-day course, the coaches 

worked on the theory and practical aspects 

of coaching players, with a goal of preparing  

national tennis players.

BOA President, Sandra Osborne, SCM, QC (2nd left) with 
Graduates of the Level 2  Technical Course for Tennis Coaches. 

Squash Sensation Meagan Best continues to shine
At just 16 years old, St. Michael School girl Meagan Best 

is building a legacy in squash as she continues to collect 

outstanding accolades in the sport.

Just mere months after Best was selected as Barbados’ flag 

bearer for the XXI Commonwealth Games in Gold Coast 

Australia, she has now been nominated as a World Squash 

Ambassador for the Pan American region. This gives her the 

opportunity to participate in the Youth Olympics scheduled 

for Buenos Aires, Argentina, October 7 to 12.

President of the Barbados Squash Association, Allison Smith-

Padmore had high praise for Best. “Meagan’s achievements on 

court and off of the court will blaze a trail for local squash” 

she said.

Best is one of six girls from the Pan Am region, and one of just 

18 girls from around the world afforded this distinction.
YOG World Squash Ambassador Meagan Best 
and her father Michael Best.
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BOA Strategic Planning
On May 25 and 26, 2018 the Board Directors 

of the Barbados Olympic Association Inc. (BOA) 

held a special strategic planning retreat at the 

UWI Sagicor Cave Hill School of Business & 

Management to chart the way forward for the 

organisation. 

The plan is expected to take place over five years, 

running through until the Paris 2024 Olympic 

Games. 

The plan is scheduled to be presented at the 

BOA’s Annual General Meeting in October, 2018.

Sandra Osborne, SCM, QC thanking the facilitators of 
the Strategic Planning Retreat.

BOA Board of Directors participate in the strategic planning retreat at the UWI Sagicor Cave Hill 
School of Business & Management.
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Minister of the Creative Economy, Culture and Sports 
Visits the BOA

The Minister of the Creative Economy, Culture and Sports, the Honorable John King recently paid a special visit to the Barbados 

Olympic Centre as part of his tour of the Sir Garfield Sobers Sports Complex.

The Minister was accompanied by his entourage which included the Permanent Secretary, Ms Deborah Payne, Director of 

Sports, Mr Neil Murrell, Sports Development Officer Stephen Rowe and his Personal Assistant, Michelle Rudder.

The Minister was given a tour of the National Olympic Museum and the Resource Centre by Academy Director, Mr Dave 

Farmer. Following the tour, Minister King was given the opportunity to interact with the Barbados Olympic Association Inc. 

(BOA), executive members, staff and Caribbean RADO 

over lunch where the Minister shared some of his ideas to 

help with the development of sport in Barbados.

BOA President, Sandra Osborne was unable to attend due 

to prior commitments with the Commonwealth Games 

Federation, however, she shared a message via video 

presentation with the Minister where she assured him of  

the BOA’s continued commitment to working closely with 

the Ministry to help strengthen sport in Barbados.

National Olympic Academy Director, Dave Farmer as he guides Minister of the Creative Economy, 
Culture and Sports, the Honorable John King through his tour.  

Minister King and Ministry Officials look on during 
their visit to the BOA. 
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Designed by PRMR Inc. 

This year the Barbados Olympic Association Inc. (BOA) held 

a series of events to celebrate Olympic Day, the first was 

an Olympic “fun day” for primary school children at their 

headquarters in Wildey. The event, now in its fourth year, aims to 

encourage young children to take part in traditional Barbadian 

games and cuisine, while also teaching them about the Olympic 

values of excellence, friendship and respect.

“We took some traditional games that were played in Barbados 

many years ago and we expose children to them, activities they 

would not normally play on a day-to-day basis,” said National 

Olympic Academy director Dave Farmer. On offer were games 

including hula-hooping, marbles, jacks, volleyball, table tennis and 

chess, among others.

The schools who took part included; Hilda Skeene Primary 

school, St. Luke’s Academy, Selah Primary and Luther Thorne 

Memorial.

The BOA held a sports lab for secondary school students as 

part of its Olympic Day celebrations.The event took place at 

the BOA’s headquarters in Wildey and had the theme of “the 

athlete as a role model” which aimed to educate, engage and 

inspire young winners from the Barbados Secondary School 

Athletic Championships (BSSAC).

Approximately 13 athletes from the top four schools at this 

year’s BSSAC competition attended the lab, which included talks 

from Olympians Akela Jones and Kierre Beckles, West Indies 

cricket captain Jason Holder, and top Barbadian surfer, Chelsea 

Tuach. Representatives from the United States Embassy were 

also present to offer information and guidance to any students. 

The BOA also held a panel discussion on how sport can help 

develop Barbados on June 21, and finished the celebrations with 

a Fun Ride, Walk & Run on Saturday, 23rd June 2018. 

Olympic Day 2018 Activities A Success

Olympic Day walkers as they await the start signal.

Students at the Olympic Day Primary School Fun 

Talks were given by Olympian Akela Jones and
 West Indies cricket captain Jason Holder.

A panel discussing how sport can help develop
Barbados was hosted by the BOA.

OLYMPIC LINES - 8


